
Much has changed since the CPMS were first developed in 2012. As the global  
standards for child protection in emergencies, the CPMS must address today’s 

humanitarian realities and incorporate the latest evidence.

Launched in 2012, the Minimum Standards Child Protection in Humanitarian Action (CPMS) are widely known 
and used in humanitarian contexts. 

• The CPMS have been used in over 50 countries by an estimated 72,000 humanitarians, translated into 14 
languages and contextualised in 17 countries;
•  90% of child protection coordination groups base their workplans on the CPMS;
•  85% of members of the Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action have integrated the CPMS into 
their global strategies; 
•  81% of child protection sub-cluster coordinators reported improvement in response quality since using the 
CPMS.  

The CPMS Working Group, as part of the Alliance for Child Protection in Humanitarian Action is responsible 
for the development, promotion and revision of the CPMS.  It includes 32 agencies: international and national 
NGOs, UN agencies, coalitions and universities.

In June 2017, the CPMS Working Group surveyed over 400 child protection and humanitarian workers 
in 83 countries, asking, ”For the CPMS to remain relevant in your context, what core issues should be 
addressed/ included in the second edition?”

• Migration and displacement 
• Epidemic crises
• Cash-based programming 
• Family-strengthening, in addition to individual and community level interventions
• Emphasize the prevention of violence, abuse, neglect and exploitation of children.
• Gender and disability 
• Youth and early childhood
• The Core Humanitarian Standard
• The INSPIRE Strategies for responding to Violence Against Children
• All the latest evidence and research from across the sector and beyond
•  Target audience: adapt language, style, content and format for local organizations/ frontline workers.

Revising the Minimum Standards for 
Child Protection in Humanitarian Action

What are the CPMS and how are they currently used?

The changing humanitarian landscape

The 2nd edition of the CPMS will reflect and address the realities and challenges around 
child protection in today’s humanitarian settings. This includes the unprecedented 65.6 

million people who are forcibly displaced, over half of whom are under 18. Participatory and 
inclusive consultation and drafting processes will include a wider range of local and non-

traditional humanitarian actors. By including all the latest evidence, the new edition will give 
child protection workers and others an essential tool for quality programming.

By mid-2017, 36,400 hard copies of the CPMS had been distributed. In a recent survey of CPMS users,  half reportedly use the PDF version rather than the 
hardcopy. The distribution number has been doubled to reach this estimation. 
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The inclusive and participatory process behind the first version will be maintained and strengthened. 
In 2012, significant voluntary contributions to drafting led to the broad ownership and subsequent 
implementation and institutionalisation efforts from international child protection agencies. 

Specific reference groups will be put into place to review three major drafts. This will include a group 
of government representatives from a range of ministries involved in child protection, a group of child 
protection coordinators and a reference group of local agencies engaged in humanitarian child protection 
efforts.  An online consultation tool will be developed and promoted widely through social media, within 
agencies and in-country coordination mechanisms to allow for any user to provide input into a revised 
draft. The main draft will be translated into Arabic, French and Spanish to facilitate comments from a 
wider range of actors.    

What’s the plan? Strategy and timeline

Level of participation

Contact: Susan Wisniewski, co-chair CPMS Working Group, Terre des hommes, sws@tdh.ch
Minja Peuschel, co-chair CPMS Working Group, Save the Children, minja.peuschel@rb.se 

Revision Groups will lead the updating of each standard and chapter to reflect the latest evidence, 
broader range of contexts and cross-cutting issues.

Cross-cutting Issue Focal Points provide suggestion on how to strengthen particular themes throughout 
the standards and support the revision groups.  Issues include gender, children with disability, youth, early 
childhood, mobility, refugee contexts, epidemic contents,  urban contexts, accountability,  legal documen-
tation, systems strengthening, child participation, cash based programming and assessment and measure-
ment. 

Reference Group members have a wide range of child protection in emergencies and humanitarian per-
spectives will review at least 3 drafts of the revised version over the course of 2018.  Groups will include 
coordinators, governments, community groups and a range of actors.

Advisory Group members will review a later draft to ensure cohesion with other relevant global standards 
and frameworks. 

Public consultations: In person consultations and country and su-national levels will be held at interagen-
cy and agency levels.   An online tool will reach a broader range of actors. 


